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1. Why a midwife becomes tamei from touching the dead fetus

The Mishnah had taught that a midwife who inserts her hand into the womb and touches the dead fetus becomes
tamei. The Gemara asks that this is analogous to two rings swallowed by one person, and according to Rabbah, the
fetus should not be metamei the midwife!? Shmuel answers: mMIN N2TA NA'R IT AXRNIL — this tumah is not Biblical,
D910 N2TN NN — rather, it is from the words of the D'1910. He means that one should not think this Mishnah
follows Rebbe Akiva, who holds a fetus inside a womb is metamei (Rashi says he disputes the entire principle of
nV171 NNNIL), and the midwife is tamei XN'INTN. Rather, the Mishnah can agree with Rebbe Yishmael, who holds a
fetus inside a womb is not metamei. Still, the Rabbis decreed tumah on the midwife, because yIn IWNT T21 X'XI' RN
2ITTN9Y — perhaps the dead fetus will put its head out of the “antechamber” (the birth canal) and become capable of
being metamei, without the midwife realizing. No tumah was decreed on the mother, because nnxva1 NN NWN —
a woman giving birth senses herself when the fetus’s head emerges, and will realize that it is metamei. Still, we
cannot rely on her to inform the midwife, since she is preoccupied with the labor.

2. Machlokes if the mother’s shechitah can remove tumah from the protruding 1ax

The next Mishnah states that if the fetus put out a limb and one cut it off, and then shechted the mother, the rest of
the 121V’s meat is tahor. Although the limb is tamei (either as 'nn [N 12K, or, if the fetus is dead, as a n7'11), it could
not be metamei the fetus while it was in the mother’s womb, since the mother was alive and not susceptible to
tumah. If he shechted the mother and then cut off the protruding limb, Rebbe Meir says the remaining meat is van
N711 — tamej on account of touching neveilah. Since the mother was shechted, the fetus is classified as food, and
susceptible to tumah (even if it is alive). Therefore, it contracts tumah from the protruding limb. However, the
Chochomim say that just as with a namv animal, nmnvn Nno'NY — its shechitah purifies it from becoming a n7111
when it dies, so too, the shechitah of the mother should prevent the 1ax from becoming tamei. Rebbe Meir replies
that shechitah of a N9 only prevents tumah from naw 12T — something which is its own body, but not from the
711V’s protruding limb.

3. D"INON N2 NXRNIL — how a limb or garment is metamei as it is torn away

The Gemara asks how the fetus became tamei from the limb: X'n b"NoN Na NXNIL — it is tumah in a concealed area
(i.e., the point of contact with the fetus), and o'xnon n'a nXNIL is not metamei!? The Gemara suggests that the
Mishnah follows Rebbe Meir, who said that if a garment measuring three tefachim by three tefachim was tamei as
071N, and was divided in two, the pieces lose their 01T NXNIL, but are tamei from contact with 01N, from touching
each other when the garment was torn. Rebbe Yose said they are not tamei, because the contact between the
pieces was D'INDN N'A NXNIV. The Gemara answers that Rebbe Yose agrees with our Mishnah, because if segments
of three D'Nab square are torn from a large garment, Rebbe Yose agrees the torn pieces are tamei through contact
with 01T, because |n'axn NwMa NUwA — during the separation from their “parent” garment, they inevitably
contract tumah from the garment, because the edges touch after they are no longer concealed. The same applies to
a limb torn from a fetus. Ravina answers that a garment does not stand to be severed, but '8p N2'MN% 121V — the
protruding limb of a fetus stands to be severed, /T IMN2 INNY? TIVN 221 — and anything which stands to be severed
is considered as if it was already severed, so it is not considered “concealed.”

Siman — Thick Piece of Cake

The midwife who was given a thick piece of cake as a consolation for becoming |31271Tn Xnv by touching a dead
fetus, listened in on the argument in the operating room if the shechitah of the mother cow can prevent nxniv
status from a cut off 12N, and watched how the orderly demonstrated how a hospital gown ripped into two pieces
is not D"INON N'a NNNIV.
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The midwife who was given a thick piece of cake as a consolation for becoming ]2271Tn 8nv by touching a dead fetus, listened
in on the argument in the operating room if the shechitah of the mother cow can prevent nxniv status from a cut off 1ax, and
watched how the orderly demonstrated how a hospital gown ripped into two pieces is not D"In0dN N'a NXNIL.
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